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Go back to that time in your life 
when you felt truly crushed by the weight 
and bondage of your own sin.  Life had 
thrown you a curveball that you had no 
prayer of even swinging at, or the hope of 
ever getting back up from.  Your 
embarrassing strikeout seemed like a 
cheap promise from a T.V. infomercial.  
That’s how I felt when I first began 
volunteering at Café 41:11.  The 
reasoning behind my decision was simply 
to surround myself with as many positive influences as possible, in order 
to get help with the seemingly impossible task of picking up the broken 
pieces of my life.

At the age of twenty, I began working at the café while 
attempting to salvage my college classes.  That’s when I ran into Bret 
Woods, a former childhood acquaintance and brother in Christ.  We 
worked the same shift together at the café for several months and during 
that time, it became clear that God was beginning to work in my life again.  
I watched closely as Bret served others with a heart that was free from any 
motive of personal gain.  In addition, everyone else around me seemed to 
genuinely share in his desire to serve the Lord by sacrificing anything for 
the sake of the kids coming into the café.  Within a short time, my initial 
despair and self-pity began to fade away, and I began feeling the joy of the 
Lord return in my life as I labored side-by-side with the other volunteers.  
The spirit of Jesus Christ was continually working on me.  

One year later, I left the ministry a changed person, ready to 
sacrifice my life for Christ no matter what that meant.  The Lord quickly 
made it clear.  I was to serve Him in the arena of Christian education.  The 
fulfillment that I had experienced, while interacting and sharing Christ 
with the kids at the café, showed me that it was worth doing for the rest of 
my life.  It has been five years since then, and I am now a teacher at 
Hametown Christian Academy in Norton, Ohio.  

The short season that I was able to serve at the Café taught me 
that a simple bagel served with a pure heart of love can change more in a 
child’s life than a million dollar intervention program.  Only the love of 
Christ can unlock the bolted doors of the heart that has been attacked by 
despair and hopelessness.  I know this to be true, because that is what 
happened for me.  

Café 41:11 will always represent a chapter in my life that I can 
fondly turn to whenever I need another reminder of the lesson, “Give unto 
others, and it shall be given unto you.”  Occasionally, I still run into some 
of the kids that I was able to help at the café.  Most of them have now 
become young adults, but they still remember me as the guy that was 
willing to speak into their lives… But I remember them as the kids that 
truly inspired mine.  ***

TESTIMONIAL
By  Dave  Roeser
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Worldview
 by Janis 
Nazarian

You’ve 
probably heard 
the term 
“worldview.”  

Our last shift, we 
lived it.  Jeff 
Brianas is one of 
our newest 
volunteers at the Medina Café 41:11.  He is supervising the Tuesday 
evening shift.  I thought I would help while  he learned the routines, got 
used to the kids, etc.  We’ve worked together 2 nights now and they 
have been great!  

Jeff didn’t have a chance to acclimate to the environment 
before he found himself jumping right into the frying pan.  Both nights 
we were challenged with great conversations.  We heard things like … 
“I believe in God and as long as I live a good life, I’ll be in heaven with 
Him.”   People said parts of the Bible were deleted because “the early 
Church” didn’t like what it said.  They said a group of monks have a 
book Jesus wrote himself but they won’t share it and that Mary 
Magdalene had Jesus’ baby.  We also had discussions about 
relationships, anger and help getting a job.  Jeff hung in there, listened, 
challenged and discussed what resources were being used.  Jeff even 
seemed to enjoy it. 

You never know what you will have an opportunity to speak 
into, but you have to be there to do it.  So why not stop in and visit 
sometime?  We can always use the reinforcements if you’re up to it!  If 
not, just come in, enjoy a cup of coffee, tea or Kool-Aid and encourage 
one of the volunteers.

- AUGUST 2ND  CONCERT AT MEDINA CAFÉ 4111 - SATURDAY NIGHT FROM
6:00 P.M. TO 9:00 P.M. TO HEAR MICHAEL JOHN STANLEY!  HE IS A VERY

TALENTED ROCK/POP SOLO ARTIST WHO HAS A HEART FOR JESUS CHRIST.  
WWW.MICHAELJOHNSTANLEY.COM.  PLEASE ENCOURAGE YOUR KIDS, AND THEIR

FRIENDS, TO COME OUT AND ENJOY THE MUSIC MINISTRY. 

- MEDINA COUNTY FAIR HELPERS NEEDED JULY 29TH, 30TH, AUGUST 1ST

& 3RD FOR SHIFTS BETWEEN 9-6:00PM.  PLEASE CONTACT TIM IF YOU

CAN HELP. 

- ASSISTANT VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR NEEDED TO HELP RENAE.

- OPEN TUESDAY EVENING TIL 9:00PM.  WELCOME NEW VOLUNTEER

JEFF BRIANAS, SUPERVISOR.



TRUTH
By Tom Walkley, Founder

As a parent, a veteran of the 
U.S. Navy and attorney, I am 
concerned about the increasing 
number of unmotivated high 
school students and young 
adults in our neighborhoods and 
business districts with little or no 
prospect of change or 
opportunity.   I witnessed the 
downside of this condition first 
hand for more than 22 years in 
our juvenile, family, probate and 
felony courts.  These venues 
are daily filled with disillusioned, 
delinquent and often abandoned 
young people with too much 
time on their hands in trouble for 
drug use, sex crimes, violence 
and vandalism.  It is my hope 
that you share my concern.

Many young people in our 
communities are lonely, and 
desperately need to be 
surrounded by people who love 
them.  They need a support 
system that does not exploit 
them sexually or rob their 
dignity, but rather, encourages 
them to new life in Christ and 
assists them to reach their 
fullest potential for His glory as 
they start over in life.  The only 
question is “who will provide 
real love?” and “who will provide 
the assistance?”  

David Roeser, a 24 year old 
junior high teacher at 
Hametown Christian Academy 
captured the essence of the 
problem best when he said, 

“I’ve realized that a child will 
never care about learning 
history if he/she cannot 
conquer their own dark past.  
They have no problem 
recalling the terrible things 
they’ve done or suffered, and 
they spend the majority of 
their formative years 
oppressed and shaped by 
these forces .”

I believe many of us can relate 
to the legions of children being 
haunted by a dark past.  I’m 
sure many have seen and heard 
terrible things during your life.  
Worse yet are “the least of 
these” who still feel oppressed 
and shaped by these forces with 
no voice.  

Imagine trying to fight back 
while attempting to transition 
from adolescence to adulthood.  
I believe this is a losing battle 
and creates a bondage that 
sometimes never gets broken.  

And this is why some of us are 
passionate about joining these 
young people in their journey —
because we who have been 
freed from the forces of our dark 
pasts, can now participate in 
God’s business to free others.     

Café 41:11 counters the culture 
on the streets of our cities —
reaching our youth!  We attempt 
to create a safe place for young 
people who are unemployed, 
addicted to drugs, orphaned 
and stripped of any legal rights 
or advocacy in need of starting 
over.  

Café 41:11 offers a social 
environment so young people 
can freely observe our 
volunteers serving and loving 
one another and them.  As the 
opportunity presents itself, we 
listen and relate to them as best 
we can.  We balance their social 
need for friends with a gentle 
and respectful  approach to 
sharing why we have placed our 
hope in the love of Christ and 
how He can make a difference 
in their life.  This is our 
discipleship and evangelism 
strategy.  

Now, as we begin our 10th year, 
we want to build on this 
message.  We want to launch a 
values-based education and job 
mentoring program with Spell to 
Write and Read and Hametown 
Christian Academy.  We believe 
by assisting at risk high school 
students and young adults with 
their life traumas and literacy 
issues, we can continue our 

conversation with them about 
Christ while they gain a stable 
and productive pathway to life.  
But before we can do this, we 
need your help.    

You are our support system 
— we have no other.  

I would ask you to think back 
when you were an adolescent 
and consider the fears and 
anxieties you felt when you 
considered the prospect of 
adulthood.  Imagine no mother, 
no father, no family to help you 
grow up.  What would your life 
look like if you had nobody to 
support or help you?

If you can’t relate, I would love 
to share my story of how God 
has been using people in my life 
to break through a bondage of 
fear that was imprinted in 
childhood and how  He is now 
teaching me to 
love…sincerely,

“with God all things are possible” Mark 10:27

Café 41:11 is pleased to partner in ministry with

Hametown 
Christian Academy

“New” Afterschool Arts Based Program Featuring Theatre, 
Graphic and Fine Arts

“And all thy children shall be taught of the Lord: and great shall be the 
peace of thy children.” Isaiah 54:13

Scholarship Sponsors Needed

Register Today for the 2008-2009 School Year 
    330-825-7891                             www.hametownchristianacademy.org

Café 41:11 has been blessed with a 
Literacy Program Director!  

We would like to send a warm welcome to Lee Bradford.  She has 
seventeen years of experience opening the doors of learning to 

students on all levels.

What: Spell to Write and Read is a renowned 
phonics based multi-sensory approach that covers penmanship, 
spelling, reading, grammar, composition, comprehension and 
vocabulary.  

When: 2008/2009 School Year
Who:    Anyone who needs help reading  
Why:    Average Reading Level Increase—2-4 Grade Levels

Give the gift of Literacy!
Scholarship Sponsors Needed

Call or e-mail the Café today for more information

Literacy Director               e:mail :                                               phone:
Lee Bradford          cafe4111@gmail.com           330-706-0085


